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During the  French and Indian 
numerous ac t s  f o r  the  defense 
subs tan t ia l  houses were designated as "forts".  This house was one of these 
and was known as "Fort Harrison1'. Originally i t  was surrounded by a palisade 1 
and s t o r i e s  of an underground passage t o  the  nearby spring have long existed.  ! 

i 

The br ick extension t o  the  north which was constructed i n  the  ea r ly  1800's 
contains s i x  rooms with a boxed s t a i r c a s e  which ascends t o  the  a t t i c  i n  the 
stone sect ion.  There a re  four s ign i f i can t  f i rep laces  i n  t h i s  sec t ion  with 
o r ig ina l  mantels. The mantels and s t a i r  i n  the  stone sec t ion  a re  not 
o r ig ina l  but were added during the  renovation i n  the  l a t e  1800's. The stone 
walls  a l so  were stuccoed a t  t ha t  time. The window casings i n  the  br ick 
sec t ion  a re  tapered and very f i n e  i n  t h e i r  execution. The windows i n  the 
stone sec t ion  were enlarged i n  the  renovation. Floors and doors may be or igj  
although the  locks have been changed. A l a t e r  f ron t  porch has s ince been 
removed. 

The o r ig ina l  house was b u i l t  of limestone with two foot  thick walls .  It 
contained four rooms and center  h a l l  with end chimneys serving f i replaces  i n  
each room. The limestone chimneys here a re  not a par t  of the  wall c o n s t r u c t i ~ n  
but are separate un i t s .  There i s  no evidence of a c e l l a r  t o  t h i s  house a t  
present and whether one ever exis ted i s  undetermined. It i s  probable tha t  
o ther  f a c i l i t i e s  were housed within the  f o r t  i n  other  buildings which no 
longer ex i s t .  
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The s tone and br ick  sect ions  of t h i s  house a re  i n  a bad s t a t e  of deter iorat ic  
and have been deemed unsafe fo r  occupancy. Despite t he  a l t e r a t i ons  the  house 
maintains i t s  e a r ly  p ro f i l e  with s teep gable roof and wide chimney caps. 
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The a u s t e r e  Daniel Harrison House is one of the  o l d e s t  houses i n  the  
Shenandoah Valley,  and i s  c l o s e l y  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  the  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of 
Rockingham County. The b u i l d e r ,  Daniel Harrison (1701-1770) was t h e  e l d e s t  
son of I s a i a h  Harr i son  and h i s  second wi fe ,  Abigai l  Smith. The Harrisons 
came t o  America around 1688 and s e t t l e d  a t  Oyster Bay, Long Is land.  They 
l a t e r  migrated t o  Sussex County, Delaware, and then moved i n t o  Rockingham 
County around 1738. Daniel Harrison s e t t l e d  near  the  headwaters of Cook's 
Creek, i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the  present  v i l l a g e  of Dayton, and b u i l t  h i s  
massive s t o n e  house between 1746 and 1749. The house became a cen te r  of 
f r o n t i e r  l i f e  and served as  a defens ive  s t r u c t u r e  during t h e  French and 
Indian  War,at which time it was designated "Fort Harrison". The Vestry of 
Augusta Pa r i sh  author ized  a Chapel o f  Ease a t  "Daniel Har r i son ' s  P l a n t a t i o n  
wi th  Anglican s e r v i c e s  being he ld  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  house o r  an adjacent  
s t r u c t u r e .  Nearby, Harr i son  operated a g r i s t  m i l l ,  d i s t i l l e r y ,  and genera l  
s t o r e .  

Daniel Harr i son ,  h i s  b ro the r s  and descendants were men of prominence 
i n  Rockingham County. The c i t y  of Harrisonburg was named f o r  Thomas 
Harr i son ,  a b ro the r .  Daniel Har r i son ' s  son, Benjamin Harrison (1741-1819), 
commanded a company of Augusta County t roops  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  of Point  Pleasan 
and a l s o  commanded Rockingham County m i l i t i a  u n i t s  during the  Revolution. 
A grandson, Peachy Harrison (1777-1851) was a prominent phys ic ian ,  a s  was 
h i s  son,  Peachy Rush Harrison. Another of Peachy Harrison sons,  Gessner 
.Harrison (1807-1862),was a prominent educator ,  and served f o r  many yea r s  
a s  p ro fesso r  of anc ien t  languages a t  t he  Univers i ty  of Vi rg in ia .  

The house remained i n  t h e  Harrison family through succeeding genera t io  
f o r  a hundred y e a r s ,  i n h e r i t e d  f i r s t  by Benjamin Harrison i n  1819, and then 
Peachy Harrison i n  1848. I n  1849 it became the  p roper ty  of John Allebaugh, 
aild i n  1856 i t  was purchased by J. N. L igge t t .  I n  1866 i t  was purchased by 
William H. and Solomon Burtner .  Solomon Burtner  became s o l e  owner i n  1870, 
and under h h  t h e  house was a l t e r e d  ex tens ive ly .  The i n t e r i o r  was l a r g e l y  
r e b u i l t ,  t h e  windows a l t e r e d ,  and t h e  stonework stuccoed. The house was 
purchased by t h e  p resen t  owner, E. L. Koogler, i n  1917. 
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